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February 2, 2025 at 11:15am 
 
 



 
 

February 2, 2025 at 11:15am 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude​ ​ ​  
 
*Chimes 
 
*Hymn, UMH #384​ Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ​ BEECHER 
 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism​ ​           Piper Reese Wadford 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ? 
​ We do. 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include this child now before you in your care? 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will 
surround her with a community of love and forgiveness, that she may grow in her trust of God, and be 
found faithful in her service to others. We will pray for her, that she may be a true disciple who walks 
in the way that leads to life. 

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
​ I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
​ I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
The Lord be with you. 
​ And also with you. 
… Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 
​ Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God’s mercy each day. 
… share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations. 
​ Declare His works to the nations, His glory among all the people. 
… dying and being raised with Christ, they may share in His final victory. 

All praise to you, Eternal Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns forever. Amen. 

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 
Now it is our joy to welcome this child in Christ. 

Through baptism you are made a new creation by God’s Holy Spirit and given the tools of faith. We are 
all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you as a member of the family of 
Christ. 
 

Pastoral Prayer  
 
Offertory​ “The Gift of Love”​ arr. Hopson 
​ ​ ​ Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

*Doxology ​ ​ UMH #95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading​ 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13; NRSV 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over 
my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious 
or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, 
it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the 
partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face 
to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, 
and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 
Sermon 
 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

…We praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

…as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

…glory is Yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer after Receiving 
 
*Hymn, UMH #549​ Where Charity and Love Prevail​ ST. PETER 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Postlude ​ ​  

 
​ ​  

*  Congregation is invited to stand if able. 
 
 

Minister: Rev. Morgan Byars; Liturgist: Rev. Cynthia Taylor; Director of Music: Tom Brunson; 
Organist: Dr. Louis Playford; Altar Guild: Teresa Calcina; 

 Ushers: Sid Staudt & Ed Harmon; Greeter: Cathy Neeley & Carolyn Jackson; 
Lay Reader: Joyce Wingate; Acolyte: Drew White & Rivers Alley 

 


